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TRIBUTE TO ROYCE WISENBAKER

HON. RALPH M. HALL
OF TEXAS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 18, 2002

Mr. HALL of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to speak in memory of a cherished East
Texan, Royce E. Wisenbaker of Tyler, Texas,
who passed away recently at the age of 84.
Royce was one of the region’s most gracious
patrons. He devoted a lifetime to helping oth-
ers in countless ways and through numerous
organizations, and he is truly missed by all
those who knew him.

Born on July 23, 1917, Royce grew up in
Mineola, where be graduated from high
school. From there he attended Texas A&M
University, earning a Bachelor of Science de-
gree in Agricultural Engineering and a Master
of Science in Sanitary Engineering. This was
the beginning of a long and active relationship
with the University that continued until his
death.

After graduation from college, he began
work for the State, serving as District Engineer
of the Northwest Texas Area. In 1942 he an-
swered the call to duty and entered the U.S.
Army, where he advanced to the rank of Lieu-
tenant Colonel. Royce served a total of five
years and fought in three theaters. He main-
tained his Army Reserve status and retired as
a full Colonel.

Upon completion of military service, Royce
formed an engineering partnership with Robert
Fix. Their company designed and supervised
construction of waterworks and sewerage
projects, streets, airports, industrial waste fa-
cilities, water reservoirs and other municipal
projects. The partnership lasted 38 years, until
Mr. Fix retired and the company was sold.
Throughout this time Royce also delved into
land development, waterworks, farming, and
oil and gas production. After the end of his en-
gineering partnership, he focused full-time on
these ventures.

During his long life, Royce consistently
worked to support his alma mater and had the
honor of serving on the Board of Regents of
Texas A&M for eighteen years. His building
downtown was always recognizable by the
large maroon and white Texas A&M flag flying
over it. Royce also served as president of the
University’s 12th Man Foundation and presi-
dent of the Association of Former Students—
the only person ever to have served as presi-
dent of both. He was the originator of the
President’s Endowed Scholarship Program
and personally endowed six scholarships. This
program now offers more than six-hundred
fully endowed scholarships and has been cop-
ied by other universities across the nation. He
also endowed similar scholarships at Austin
College in Sherman, Texas and at Tyler Junior
College. Royce supported Texas A&M’s fac-
ulty and research efforts as well. He endowed
a chair in the School of Engineering and two
Graduate Fellowships for the School of Engi-
neering, one of which was named in honor of
Fred Benson, his former professor and long-
time friend and associate. He was a very loyal
and supportive person—often referred to as
Texas’ largest contributor in the political arena
for local, state and national offices.

In addition to his professional responsibil-
ities and his service to Texas A&M, Royce
managed to contribute considerable time and

energy to numerous organizations in the Tyler
community. He served as governing board
member of Mother Frances Hospital, president
of the YMCA, member of the Shriners, director
of the Tyler Chamber of Commerce., a mem-
ber of the American Legion and Elks Lodge,
board member and president for seven years
of the East Texas Goodwill Industries, and
president of Smith County Youth Foundation.
He also was a director of the East Texas
Symphony, board member of the Texas Chest
Foundation, vice president of the East Texas
Area Council Boy Scouts, Elder and Deacon
of the First Presbyterian Church; board mem-
ber of Texas Presbyterian Foundation, presi-
dent of Tyler Catholic School Board, member
and secretary of Texas State Board of Health
Resources for twelve years and member of
the volunteer council at Rusk State Hospital.
He served on various boards of the University
of Texas at Tyler, Tyler Junior College and
Austin College. And the list goes on—for
Royce’s presence and contributions were evi-
dent in almost every worthy cause in his com-
munity.

Among his many recognitions include the
Distinguished Alumnus Award from Texas
A&M in 1973, the Commissioners Award from
Texas Health & Mental Retardation Commis-
sion in 1972, Silver Beaver award from Boy
Scouts in 1977, Rotary Club Award of Appre-
ciation in 1970, Outstanding Service Award
from National Association of Mental Health in
1974, Outstanding Humanitarian Award from
Citizens of Rusk in 1975 and Engineer of the
Year Award in 1981. In 1987 the Board of Re-
gents at Texas A&M designated the ‘‘Royce E.
Wisenbaker Engineering Research Center’’
building.

Royce is survived by his loving wife of 57
years, Clorinda ‘‘Petey’’ Wisenbaker; daugh-
ters Susan Spies, Paula Wisenant and Libby
Wallace; son Royce, three sisters, a sister-in-
law and eleven grandchildren.

Mr. Speaker, Royce Wisenbaker made such
a difference in the lives of those who knew
him. He was truly an outstanding American
who leaves a remarkable legacy of accom-
plishments—and memories of a man devoted
to his family, friends and community. It is an
honor today to pay my last respects to this ex-
emplary community leader, beloved husband
and father, and friend—Royce E. Wisenbaker.
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Mr. CASTLE. Mr. Speaker, it is with great

pleasure that I rise today to honor and pay
tribute to a leader in the Delaware firefighting
community—the Chief of Aetna Hose, Hook
and Ladder Company in Newark, Delaware,
Stephen E. Kavanagh. Chief Kavanagh is a
courageous and dedicated leader whose per-
sonal mission is to protect and save the lives
of Delawareans. On behalf of myself and the
citizens of the First State, I would like to honor
Chief Kavanagh and congratulate him for
being selected by the Congressional Fire
Service Institute to appear in their annual
‘‘Protecting America’’ painting.

Stephen Kavanagh joined the Wilmington
Manor Fire Company in 1970, establishing for
himself a fine track record in advancing the
quality of fire and emergency services
throughout Delaware. In 1979, Steve moved to
the Aetna Hose, Hook and Ladder Company
of Newark, Delaware and it is here that he
really made his name. Having held a number
of officer positions in the Company, Steve
Kavanagh was elected Chief in 1999. Aetna
Hose, Hook and Fire Company is one of the
busiest fire companies in the State and lead-
ing this company is both a challenging and re-
warding task for Chief Kavanagh.

Chief Kavanagh has protected the residents
of Newark, Delaware through good times and
bad times. Throughout the tragic events of
September 11th, he was a pillar of strength
and a protector of safety in the community. He
calmed the fears of Delawareans and stood
resolute to help his state and his country in
any way he could.

In addition to the time he spends as Chief
of the Company, Steve is also a skilled crafts-
man who works on custom aircrafts for
Dassault Falcon Jet at the New Castle County
Airport. His family is of the upmost priority to
him and he and his wife Theresa have two
children and three grandchildren.

Chief Kavanagh makes daily sacrifices to
serve others in our community and his self-
lessness and commitment to service will have
a permanent place in Delaware’s fire service
history. The example Chief Kavanagh has set
for firefighters throughout Delaware is one we
hope all future firefighters will strive to emu-
late. His dedication to the protection of life is
truly commendable. It is for all these reasons
that he is being honored in the painting ‘‘Pro-
tecting America.’’ As Delaware’s Congress-
man, I would like to personally thank him for
a difficult job well done.
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PAYING TRIBUTE TO SHERIFF
GARY CURE
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OF COLORADO
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Thursday, April 18, 2002

Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, I would like to
take this opportunity to recognize an out-
standing individual who has dedicated the past
24 years of his life to serving and protecting
the citizens of Colorado. Sheriff Gary Cure of
the Jackson County Sheriff’s Office has, in his
many years of service, courageously and duti-
fully served his community, his state and his
country, and I am honored to pay tribute to
him today in front of this body of Congress.
After a long and successful career as one of
Colorado’s finest, Gary will be moving on to
take a position with the County Sheriffs of Col-
orado in Denver. Though I look forward to his
tenure in Denver, I, along with the many citi-
zens of Jackson County, will sorely miss his
hard work and dedication to the Jackson
County Sheriff’s Office.

Gary has been with the Jackson County
Sheriff’s Office since 1979, where he began
his tenure as undersheriff before being elected
sheriff in 1982—a post to which he has been
reelected ever since. As sheriff, Gary has
dedicated himself to the betterment of the
community and the department, not only
through his extraordinary law enforcement
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work, but also through his incredible ability to
raise funds for much needed improvements.
Prior to announcing his retirement, Gary an-
nounced that he had, at no cost, procured a
$30,000 file management system for the Sher-
iff’s Office. He was responsible for getting a
loan that enabled the county to install a 911
system, and subsequently procured an addi-
tional $50,000 grant to upgrade the system. In
addition, he was the chairman of the com-
mittee that obtained $3 million in grants to up-
grade the County Courthouse.

As sheriff, Gary did a marvelous job of walk-
ing the fine-line that all law enforcement offi-
cers must walk; as both a member and pro-
tector of the community. He will be sorely
missed by each and every person in the com-
munity, but his marvelous contributions will al-
ways remain.

Mr. Speaker, as a former law enforcement
officer, I am well aware of the dangers and
hazards our peace officers face today. Gary
Cure has dedicated his life to serving and pro-
tecting his fellow citizens, working long hours,
weekends, and holidays to guarantee their
safety and their freedoms, and it is with a
great deal of pride and respect that I bring his
career to the attention of this body of Con-
gress. Sheriff Gary Cure deserves the thanks
of a grateful nation for all of his hard work,
and I wish him all the best in his future en-
deavors.
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EARTH DAY 2002
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OF MARYLAND
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Thursday, April 18, 2002

Mrs. MORELLA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
recognize and celebrate the thirty-second an-
nual Earth Day, a global holiday that acknowl-
edges and emphasizes the importance of a
clean, healthy, and safe world. This spring ob-
servation provides the people of our nation
and those across the globe the opportunity to
renew our dedication to the protection and
preservation of our environment. We have a
shared responsibility to conserve our diverse
natural resources, and Earth Day allows us to
demonstrate our commitment to the environ-
ment.

While we have made significant progress
since the first Earth Day celebration in 1970,
we must continue our efforts to improve envi-
ronmental quality. The Earth Day activities
heighten awareness to the positive actions we
can take to improve our environment, both lo-
cally and globally. The annual observance al-
lows us the opportunity to applaud our
progress, but more importantly, it allows us to
renew our commitment to the continuing envi-
ronmental challenges facing our planet.

I would like to pay special tribute to my
many constituents who are so active in their
support of environmental causes. This is espe-
cially true during this month, with activities and
programs to mark Earth Day in Takoma Park,
Glen Echo, Potomac, Silver Spring, and
throughout the region.

I consider environmental protection to be a
national priority. I pledge to work with my col-
leagues in Congress to ensure the preserva-
tion of our natural resources and the protec-
tion of the public health. And on Earth Week,
as we also mark the birthday of William

Shakespeare, we recall his words, ‘‘to nature
none more bound.’’ We must preserve and
protect this treasure for future generations.
This year, as we celebrate Earth Day 2002, let
us reaffirm our commitment to a cleaner world.
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. WILLIAM L. JENKINS
OF TENNESSEE

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 18, 2002

Mr. JENKINS. Mr. Speaker, I was not
present to cast my votes on rollcall Nos. 93,
94, and 95 on April 16, 2002. Had I been
present, I would have voted ‘‘aye’’ on rollcall
93, 94, and 95.
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ON THE SITUATION IN THE
MIDDLE EAST

HON. MICHAEL R. McNULTY
OF NEW YORK
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Thursday, April 18, 2002

Mr. MCNULTY. Mr. Speaker, as terrorist at-
tacks and homicide bombings continue to rav-
age Israel and her citizens, I call on the Ad-
ministration to express its unqualified support
for the only democracy in the Middle East, and
our most loyal supporter at the United Nations.

Two weeks ago, I stood with members of
the United Jewish Federation of Northeastern
New York and Rabbis from across the Capital
Region of New York State, and recounted the
horrible story of a March terrorist attack that
ripped through the heart of an Albany family—
by stealing the life of Avia Malka, a nine-
month old infant visiting Netanya, Israel on the
joyous occasion of a family wedding. An
armed homicide bomber walked into the lobby
of the family’s hotel, began shooting, and then
detonated his device. The infant Avia was shot
in the head, struck by shrapnel, and killed. Her
father remains in the hospital and still cannot
walk.

Mr. Speaker, I am deeply disappointed with
the contradictory statements made by our
President in recent weeks, and I totally dis-
agree with our vote at the U.N. asking Israel
to retreat from its pursuit of Palestinian terror-
ists. For the President to embrace such a pol-
icy is completely contradictory to the principles
of our own international war against terrorism.

In 1947, the United Nations General Assem-
bly recommended partitioning the British man-
date called Palestine into two states, a 5,500
square-mile Jewish state, and a 4,500 square-
mile Arab state, and a ‘‘corpus separatum’’
international zone around the holy city of Jeru-
salem.

Jews accepted the partition plan but the
Arabs did not. Israel unilaterally declared its
independence in May 1948, and the Arab
states attacked the new state. Therefore, the
Palestinians could have had their own state in
1947, but rejected it.

In 2000, former Israeli Prime Minister Barak
offered a peace agreement, which included
not only further land transfers, but also nearly
all that Chairman Arafat requested—and
Arafat and the Palestinians rejected that offer,
too.

In addition, the first three wars against Israel
(1948, 1956, and 1967) all occurred when the

West Bank was in Arab hands. On January 1,
1965, Fatah, the main branch of Arafat’s orga-
nization, launched the first terrorist attack on
Israel—all within the 1967 borders.

Last year, Faisal Husseini, a ‘‘moderate’’
within Arafat’s leadership, offered the following
response when asked whether the Palestinian
goal is still the elimination of the State of
Israel: ‘‘If you are asking me as a Pan-Arab
nationalist what are the Palestinian borders
. . . I will immediately reply, ‘From the river
Jordan to the Mediterranean sea.’’ ’

Mr. Speaker, arguing that ‘returning’ these
lands would ensure peace is simply ignoring
history!

Israeli citizens have lived with terrorism
since the founding of their country in 1948,
and have had to fight five wars just to survive.
It is past time for all civilized countries to sup-
port the right of Israel to exist, and to de-
nounce in unambiguous terms the terrorists
who block the road toward peace in the re-
gion.
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PAYING TRIBUTE TO ELIZABETH
MOORE
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OF COLORADO
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Thursday, April 18, 2002
Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, it is with pro-

found sadness that I pay tribute today to Eliza-
beth Moore, an incredible woman who recently
passed away, but whose dedication to the
people and animals in her community was
both extraordinary and inspirational. Elizabeth
selflessly gave her time and energy to her
community through her intense love of all liv-
ing creatures, and was a woman of unques-
tioned integrity and of unparalleled morality.
She will be sorely missed by each and every
person whose life she touched, and as her
family mourns her loss, I believe it is appro-
priate to remember Elizabeth and pay tribute
to her for her incredible contributions to her
city, and her state.

Elizabeth and her husband John first came
to Colorado’s San Luis Valley in 1995 after
riding on the Cumbres & Toltec Scenic Rail-
road. They decided to make the beautiful val-
ley their home, and immediately embarked
upon a mission to make it a better place for
all to live—even the animals. After arriving in
the San Luis Valley, Elizabeth served as the
President of the Humane League, dedicating
her time to organizing fundraisers for spay and
neuter clinics and finding homes for stray cats
and dogs. She had a strong conviction that
the best way to help the plight of animals in
the community was to control the population
by spaying and neutering. Her efforts were
critical in procuring funds from the Max Fund
to assist with low-cost spay/neuter clinics in
the community. In addition, she loved the out-
doors, and had climbed most of Colorado’s
highest peaks, inspiring her husband to take
up the sport as well. Elizabeth’s extraordinary
selflessness and dedication to all living things
will be sorely missed by everyone that knew
her, and by all that benefited from her incred-
ible deeds.

Mr. Speaker, we are all terribly saddened by
the loss of Elizabeth Moore, but take comfort
in the knowledge that our grief is over-
shadowed only by the legacy of courage, self-
lessness and love that she left with all of us.
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